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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because on lines 2-4, the features "said contact section of 
...of points simultaneously" are unclear since such features are not clearly show in the 
drawings. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

3. (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-2,5-6 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Miyazaki (7220146). 

Miyazaki, Figs. 1-6 show a connector 1 comprising: a terminal element 17 
including a conductor-connecting section 171f,172 connectable with a conductor 302 of 
an electric wire 300 and a contact section 1 71 r capable of coming into conductive 
contact with a corresponding terminal element of a counterpart connector 2 ; an 
electrically insulating body 7 for supporting said terminal element while exposing said 
conductor-connecting section and said contact section, an abutting member 9 
assembled with said body to bring the conductor of the wire into abutment with said 
conductor-connecting section of said terminal element under pressure, said body 
includes a fitting portion 1 1 capable of fitting to the counterpart connector while 
positioning said contact section of said terminal element with respect to the 
corresponding terminal element, said conductor-connecting section and said contact 
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section of said terminal element are arranged to be aligned with each other in a 
direction intersecting a connector fitting direction determined by said fitting portion. 

As to claim 2, Miyazaki show the body including a wire-holding section 11 for 
locating the wire on a backside of said fitting portion as seen in said connector fitting 
direction, said connector fitting direction intersects an extending direction of the wire on 
said body, said extending direction defined by said wire-holding portion. 

As to claim 7, Miyazaki shows the contact section of said terminal element has a 
curved shape at an end corner capable of conductively contacting with the 
corresponding terminal element 27 of the counterpart connector at a plurality of points 
simultaneously, and wherein said fitting portion of said body includes a protruding 
support surface along which said contact section of said terminal element is securely 
supported. 

As to claim 8, Miyazaki shows a connector 2 comprising a plurality of terminal 
elements 27 respectively including lead sections 29 connectable with a circuit board 
(not shown) and contact sections 273 capable of coming into conductive contact with 
corresponding terminal elements of a counterpart connector; and an electrically 
insulating body 21 for supporting said plurality of terminal elements while exposing 
said lead sections and said contact sections, the body including a fitting portion s 
capable of fitting to the counterpart connector while positioning said contact sections of 
said terminal elements with respect to the corresponding terminal elements, each of 
said contact sections of said plurality of terminal elements includes a first contact point 
273a fixedly arranged on said fitting portion and a second contact point (not labeled) 
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spaced to be oppositely facing said first contact point in an elastically disptaceable 
manner, the plurality of terminal elements are disposed on said fitting portion in a 
parallel arrangement with said contact sections being alternately reversed, in such a 
manner that among two terminal elements arranged side-by-side, said first contact 
point of one terminal element is aligned with said second contact point of the other 
terminal element. 

As to claim 9, Miyazaki shows a connector system comprising a connector a 
connector according to claims 1 and 8. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyazaki (7220146). 

As to claim 3, to form the body to include a first support member 1 having said 
fitting portion and supporting said terminal element, and a second support member 2 
having a bearing surface facing said conductor-connecting section of said terminal 
element supported on said first support member and supporting the wire while 
positioning the conductor on said bearing surface, said first support member and said 
second support member being combined together in such a manner as to dispose said 
conductor between said conductor-connecting section and said surface would have 
been obvious of reversal parts. 
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As to claim 4, Miyazaki shows said abutting member includes a pressing surface 
acting to press said conductor-connecting section of said terminal element supported on 
said first support member toward said bearing surface of said second support member, 
when said abutting member is assembled with said body. 

As to claim 5, Miyazaki shows a first shield member incorporated in said second 
support member and a second shield member incorporated in said abutting member in 
such a manner as to come into conductive contact with said first shield member, said 
first and second shield members being arranged at a position substantially surrounding 
said conductor-connecting section of said terminal element and the conductor of the 
wire in a non-contacting manner. 

As to claim 6, Miyazaki shows the wire is a coaxial cable, and wherein said first 
and second shield members 9,19 are capable of being electrically connected to a 
shielding of the coaxial cable supported on said second support member. 

7. Ko, Matsuoka, Yagi et al, Hashiguchi et al, Pabst et al and Saito et al are cited 
for disclosure of flexible cable connectors. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Hien D. Vu at 
telephone number 571-272-2016. 
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